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These ideas were obscurely fermenting among the
young when a movement of the middle nation, where
it still remained ascendant, precipitated them into
active forces. In Ulster the middle nation appealed
to arms. The appeal for a rival force of Volunteers
came from the National University. It was issued by
Professor MacNeill, one of the scholars who had been
appointed by the University Commission in the
design of forming a more complete school of Celtic
studies than existed anywhere else in Europe. His
appeal was launched in the Claideamh Soluis, the
official organ of the Gaelic League, of which he had
long been Vice-President; and his action violated the
constitution of the League, which professed to avoid
politics. But the effect was instantaneous. Univer-
sity College, Dublin, was the real focus of the move-
ment which brought Ireland into armed insurrection.
From 1913 onwards the life of the University became
the life of political and even revolutionary clubs.

This tendency did not develop fully at first. Red-
mond's attempt to bring Nationalist Ireland into the
war naturally found backing among the student
class: and there were comparatively few university
men among the body that with Pearse and McDonogh
made one wing of the Easter Rising in 1916 : the other
wing, under Conolly, was furnished by extremist
Labour in Dublin. Yet Pearse, McDonogh, teachers
and poets, and the other young poet, Joseph Plunkett
executed with them, were entirely typical figures of
the movement which three years later came to a head
when Mr. de Valera, a teacher of mathematics and
ardent Gaelic student, was chosen first President of
the Irish Republic. In the struggle against the British
forces innumerable students took part with the guerilla
bands: one, Kevin Barry, was executed;. and the
Assembly that had to decide for or against acceptance
? the Treaty was manned very largely by this class.
1 wo 01 the ministers who have been most conspicuous
since the Free State was constituted, Mr. O'Higgins